
Our Fund Raising Goal Is $300,000
é Your Help Is Now Needed ...

The FVMA has pledged to raise the money needed to fully equip the 
VETS team. We have started the campaign off with a $70,000 donation. 
As of early July the project has received a generous $50,000 donation 
from the Humane Society of the United States and $10,000 from the 
PetSmart Charities. We remain hopeful that other signiýcant donations 
will be received from the AVMA Foundation and the American Association 
of Equine Practitioners. The project has also beneýted from the additional 
$40,000 in equipment purchases from the State Veterinarianôs Ofýce. 
Unfortunately, the Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA) 
does not provide funding for any animal and agricultural issues. 

The Financial Reality Is That In Order For Veterinarians To 
Be Able To Appropriately Help Our Clients And To Protect The 
Interest Of Our Stateôs Diversiýed Animal Industry It Is Up To Us 
To Raise The Additional $170,000 Needed To Fully Fund The New 
VETS Project . To Do This We Need Your Financial Support.

Here Is How Your Donation Will Be Used 
The funds we seek will enable VETS to purchase the following minimum 
necessary equipment to respond to disasters affecting Floridaôs animals 
starting this storm season. 

aEquipmenté. $271,000.
Å  Command and Control Center.- $30,000. Twenty-foot utility
    trailer with A/C, high capacity generator. It will transport 
    equine and livestock equipment to the scene of the mobile 
    veterinary treatment facility.
Å  Heavy-Duty Truck (3)-$105,000. Eight foot beds, 4 wheel 
    drive, 4 door. 
Å  Porta-Vet-$12,000. Refrigerator vet box for one truck.
Å  Medical Equipment-$40,000. Surgery packs, autoclaves,
   anesthesia machine and monitor and examination tables.
   Portable On Site Tent Units(2)-$24,000. Crew living for 12   
   and treatment ward with a/c and showers.
Å  Satellite Phones(2)-$6,000.
Å  Personal Protective Equipment and Uniforms-$10,000.
Å  Equine Rescue and Recovery Trailer- $24,000.
Å  Equine and Livestock Rescue Equipment-$20,000. Anderson 
   slings, downed animal skids, ropes and other extraction items

aTeam Member Trainingé$10,000.
       Introductory and advanced emergency response modules to  
       be taught in both seminar and UF Veterinary School elective 

 course format.
aTravel and Administrative Expensesé$4,000.
aSecond Year (2007) Annual Administrative and Travel
   Expensesé$24,000

Advanced training modules, team travel and general program 
administration, vehicle and trailer maintenance, equipment 
upgrades and replacement.

  

Veterinary Medical Care Must Be Available After A 
Natural Disaster 

The public was made aware of how important it was to have in place an 
animal rescue and emergency medical treatment system for animals by 
observing what happened in the aftermath of Katrina in 2006. The media 
coverage of the issue reinforced what many of us in Florida experienced 
earlier in the same year with Hurricane Wilma and before that, Charley, 
Ivan, Frances and Jeanne. This type of ñwake-up callò vividly pointed 
out what we already knew about the current shortcomings of our state, 
county and municipal animal emergency response system. Citizens of 
Florida understand the painful truth that immediately after a storm hits,  
required short term animal emergency services may not be immediately 
available and also there can be a signiýcant disruption over several weeks 
of established community based veterinary medical care in the impacted 
region. In response, the veterinary profession is taking action to position 
itself to respond promptly and effectively to any new emergency situations 
impacting the animal owning households as well as Floridaôs valuable food 
animal and horse industries. 

Introducing VETS-Veterinary Emergency Treatment Services.  
The College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Florida has 
taken a leadership role by establishing the VETS (Veterinary Emergency 
Treatment Service) Project. It is similar to the human medical care MASH 
Unit. We are conýdent that VETS will soon become a major component of 
the State Agricultural Response Team. 

This is a collaborative effort between the College of Veterinary Medicine, 
the State Department of Agriculture and Consumer Service and the 
2600 members of the Florida Veterinary Medical Association. They 
believe creating a veterinary ñMASHò style animal medical program is an 
effective vehicle for Floridaôs veterinary community to facilitate timely and 
comprehensive action when future animal emergency situations arise.

The VETS Project Team Members will be trained in disaster relief and 
will deploy when needed across the state to provide mobile veterinary 
care during emergency situations. The team will:

1) Assess veterinary care critical infrastructure of each animal 
hospital and clinic within the impacted areas;

2) Provide support and coordinate mutual aid for private veterinary 
practitioners;

3) Provide basic to moderate levels of animal care when needed.
 

Please Make Your Donation To 
The VETS Project Today 

If You Are A VeterinarianéHere are a few suggestions on 
how you can helpé 
Your practice could immediately contribute $500 now, oré you can agree 
to provide $50 per month for one yearéor you could introduce a client paid 
funding stream equal to 25 cents per client visit and contribute that to the 
VETS effort over a 3 to 6 month period of timeé. You could also create a 
counter top display to encourage clients to make a donation in support of this 
new veterinary ñMASHò team system. (Reproduce this brochure or down load 
it from www.fvma.org a second þier designed to appeal to the veterinary 
hospitalôs client).

If You Are A Client Of A Veterinariané. You can either complete 
the following donation form or leave your cash or check donation with your 
family veterinarian. They will forward your contribution to us.

Donations Are To Be Sent To The FVMA Foundation
The FVMA Foundation has agreed to assume responsibility for overseeing 
the $300,000 in donations for equipment purchasing and operating cost 
funding for the VETS project. Working through the FVMA Foundation provides 
an advantage over channeling donation through the more restrictive state 
purchasing system at the College of Veterinary Medicine. Such rules are 
often overly cumbersome and may not always result in the most expedient 
and efýcient way of making purchases. This means the donors to the FVMA 
Foundation will have more direct control of how the funds are spent. We also 
pledge that any funds raised in excess of the $300,000 would go into a Trust 
Account exclusively for future support of the VETS project.

With storm season well underway, we need to act now. Please 
take advantage of the donation form to let us know how you 
might be able to help. We Thank You For Your Generous 
Financial Support.

ANIMAL RESCUE



REQUEST FOR SUPPORT OF ALL 
VETERNARIANS,

HOSPITAL STAFF AND ANIMAL OWN-
ERS FOR THE NEW 
òVETS PROJECTó

Your Help Is Needed To Provide For Animals During A 
Disaster Throughé. 

VETSé.ñVeterinary Emergency Treatment Servicesò

VETS PROJECT SUPPORTER DONATION FORM

I would like to make a tax deductible contribution to assist the animals 
of Florida in time of a natural disaster through the VETS Project. 

Contributorôs Name_____________________________________________

Clinic Name___________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip__________________________________________________

Ph___________________________Fax_____________________________

Email________________________________________________________

c Check Enclosed for $500 or c bill my credit card $500.

c  I agree to donate $600.  Please bill my credit card 
     $50.00 per month for 12 months.

c  I support the VETS Project with a donation of $_________
 c By Check or by c Credit Card

Charge my credit card $_____________
    ___MasterCard   ___VISA   ___Discover   ___AMEX

Acct. No._________________________________________________

Name on Card______________________________Exp. Date_______

Cardholderôs Name_________________________________________

Signature_________________________________________________

Make Checks Payable to:  
ñThe FVMA Foundation VETS Project.ò

Send To:
FVMA Foundation 

7131 Lake Ellenor Drive
Orlando, FL 32809

Helpline (800) 992-3862 Å (407) 851-3862
OR FAX (407) 240-3710

c Make a Donation online at www.fvma.com under ñFVMA Foundationò
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Å  As Explained In This Brochure, The College of Veterinary Medicine 
   At The University Of Florida Has Formed ñVETSò As A Special    
   Disaster Unit To Provide Veterinary Medical Care For Animals 
   Impacted By A Disaster Such As A Hurricane. It Is Similar To A  
   Military Health Care MASH Unit.

Å Your Financial Help Covers The $300,000 Start Up Cost For  
   Medicine, Vehicles and Equipment For ñVETSò. Government 
Programs  
   Only Provide Limited Support To Animal Medical Care Programs, The 
   Veterinary Profession With The  Support Of Our Clients Will Need To 
   Fund This New Animal Mash Unit Proposal.

Å Your Tax Deductible Contribution Will Have a Major Impact On The 
   Safety and Welfare Of Animals Of Floridaé Send Your Donation To   
   The FVMA Foundation.

Å The Bottom Line Is. We Must Quickly Raise an additional $170,000 
  To Put In Place For The 2006 Hurricane Season The New Veterinary 
   Medical Care Mash Unit Project. 

Å For Veterinary Practices We Ask You To Immediately Donateé 
  $500.00 or.. Pledge To Pay $50.00 for 12 months, or éAdd 25 Cents 
  To Each Client Invoice For The Next 3 Months. 

Å For The Clients At Veterinary Practices and Animal Ownersé Make 
   A Donation Today By Cash or Check. You Can Leave It With Your 
   Veterinarian Or You Can Mail It To FVMA Foundation.

PLEASE DO NOT PUT THIS OFFé ACT TODAY
éOur 2006 Hurricane Season Is Already Underwayé

Stephen Shores  Jerry Shank  Jan Hasse
President FVMA  Chair,    Chair
   FVMA Foundation  Disaster  
      Committee

Request for Funding

of the ñVETS Projectò
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