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Resources For Those in the Path of a Hurricane 
 
Surviving inclement weather is a challenge for anybody, but those of us with 
critters to see to safety are faced with special challenges. Below you will find 
some brief information pertaining to general guidelines for preparedness, as well 
as specific information for resources in targeted states. 

General Guidelines for Hurricane Preparedness 
(courtesy of Dr. Bob Mowry, 
NCSU Extension Horse Husbandry, 
Box 7523,Raleigh, NC 27695 
919-515-5784)  

* Secure structures on your farm: move loose objects indoors, tie jumps and 
poles together. Fill all water tubs. 
* Store drinking water (if possible a seven (7) day supply). Note: This is one of 
the most difficult dilemmas to overcome during the clean up period when water 
sources tend to be contaminated. Allow for twenty (20) gallons of 
water/horse/day. Line garbage cans with plastic bags and fill with water.  

* Order and store a seven (7) day supply of feed and hay. Place water repellent 
tarps over feed bags and place on pallets to reduce the likelihood of water 
damage.  

* Bed all stalls including aisle ways for pastured horses to be tied during the 
storm. Store additional bedding in plastic bags indoors.  

* Secure a generator (4 horsepower or greater) for use as an electrical reserve 
unit. Make certain the generator is large enough to run your water pump while 
providing electrical outlets for a refrigerator and lights. Store a large supply of 
gasoline.  

* Place fly masks on pastured horses to reduce the incidence of eye injuries from 
flying debris.  

* Identify your horses. Make certain if you halter your animals that the halter will 
break if caught on an object. Most feed stores carry blank cattle ear tags which 
can be written on with a permanent marker. Braid into the animals' manes or 
tails. The name tag should include: your name, delivery address, phone 
number(s) and horse's name. Consider spray painting your phone number in 
white or blaze orange paint on both sides of the barrel or hip of your horse. 
Microchips insert in the neck muscle are also excellent way to identify an animal. 
In some instances, it may be helpful to have pictures, identification and/or 
registration papers on your animals should you need to verify ownership. Be sure 
to store these items in an area that will remain dry.  
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* If practical and necessary, evacuate yourself and your horses well in advance 
of the storm to a safe holding area. Identify approved sites within 48 hours prior 
to intense weather. It is extremely difficult to pull a horse trailer during gale-force 
winds! Note: Your normally docile mount may become upset and difficult to 
handle with the environmental changes. Loading a horse during extreme weather 
may be impossible.  

* Be aware of rapidly rising water. If you are located in an area prone to flooding, 
evacuate your animals with a seven day feed/bedding supply prior to the storm. If 
you are unable to evacuate, remove horses from their stalls and barns to higher 
ground prior to a rising water threat. Horses trapped in stalls or barns with hinged 
doors is a leading killer of animals immediately following a major storm. If you are 
unable to coordinate a move to higher ground, leave your animals in a pastured 
area.  

* If your barn is well constructed leave your horses inside to minimize injury from 
flying debris. Example: Pole Barns with Post concreted in the ground, Block 
Barns, Barn Roofs with a history of routine maintenance built according to code.  

* If your barn is poorly constructed or in poor repair, leave your horses in a 
naturally protected well-fenced pasture area, select low area protected by rises 
(elevations); make certain the area will not by subject to flash flooding; avoid 
streams, ponds, etc., keep horses away from shallow rooted trees or trees which 
had been damaged in previous storms, keep horses away from old dilapidated 
structures to minimize flying debris injuries.  

* Secure and store temporary fencing materials to permit quick, temporary fence 
repairs. Select fence systems that will contain the horse without access to 
electricity. Permanent repairs can be made at a later date.  

* Obtain film for your camera and camcorder to document storm damage. If time 
permits, take pictures of your structures prior to the storm. Review your 
insurance policy to determine storm coverage then document damage 
accordingly.  

* Develop an emergency stable first aid kit, including the following:  

* Knife 
* Adhesive Tape 
* Scissors 
* Duck Tape 
* Nylon/Cotton Rope 
* Extra Halters 
* Clean Towels 
* Antiseptic, Soap 

* Topical Antibiotic Ointments 
* Soap 
* Tranquilizers 
* Pain Relievers Bandages 
* Bee Sting Kit 
* Insect Repellent 
* Flash Light & Batteries 
* Leg Wraps 



Hurricane Preparedness 

7/10/2005 3 

After the Storm: 

In many cases, wind and rainfall from the storm does not create as many 
problems as the after affect of the storm. Prolonged power interruptions, blocked 
roadways, downed trees (often across fencing and structures), increased 
populations of biting insects are all challenges facing the horse owner. The 
following recommendations will help reduce the affects of a storm help to protect 
your horse's health.  

* After the storm has subsided, immediately check your horse's welfare.  

* Take pictures of storm damage to facilities, fences and roadways.  

* Due to the damage to trees, you need to remind your clientele to be aware of 
the possibility of Cyanide Poisoning due to the ingestion of wilted wild cherry 
(Prunus species) leaves, twigs, bark or seeds and/or red maple leaves (Acer 
rubrum). Symptoms include: weakness, excitability, grasping for breath, 
incoordination, collapse, convulsions, constipation or diarrhea, bloody urine, and 
death. Symptoms may result from as little as 1 -2 cups of leaves on an empty 
stomach.  

* If your power is out, persistently notify the power company. Advise them of the 
number of horses on your farm and importance of electricity to their well being. If 
possible, a personal visit is recommended.  

* Contact the local fire department and request water delivery. Most fire 
departments will accommodate, if you have a large number of horses and you 
are experiencing a prolonged power outage. Make certain you have several tubs 
available to hold the water.  

* Check your horse's vaccination schedule against diseases caused by biting 
insects. Horses should be vaccinated annually for Eastern Equine 
Encephalomyelitis (EEE). The increased mosquito population that occurs 
immediately after a storm has typically resulted in an increased incidence of 
encephalomyelitis. Horses located in areas with high mosquito populations 
should be vaccinated twice per year, six months apart.  

* Contact your county extension agent for information concerning storm-related 
agricultural assistance programs for livestock/horse owners.  

Emergency situations may force horse owners to make the difficult, but practical 
decision of putting human life above that of your horse. Animal owners are 
encouraged to care for themselves first and their animals second. The horse has 
demonstrated a remarkable survival ability in the face of natural disaster which 
far exceeds those of humans.  
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Lessons From Past Hurricanes  

(courtesy of Sarasota County (Florida) Cooperative Extension Service Home 
Page)  

Most common dangers to horses during/after hurricanes:  

* Kidney Failure - Due to dehydration, wandering animals were deprived of water 
for days.  

* Electrocution - Horses sought the lowest areas, in many cases this was a 
drainage ditch. The power lines that were blown down during the storm were 
strung over drainage ditches.  

* Fencing Failure - Wandering animals, although unharmed during the storm, 
were hit and killed on the roadways.  

* Debris Caused the Most Severe Injuries:  

* Many horses require euthanasia due to entanglement in barbed wire and the 
result was severe injuries. Debris injuries were found most often in the 
hindquarters, because horses turn their tail to the storm.  

If you are not confidant in your barn's ability to withstand storm damage, do not 
keep your animals in the barn to prevent debris injury. If your barn collapses - 
and there is no way to insure that it won't, large animals have no chance to save 
themselves and are likely to panic if they can't follow their instincts.  

After the Disaster:  

(This information prepared by Maryland Department of Agriculture, Maryland 
Veterinary Medical Association, Maryland Emergency Management Agency, 
Maryland Horse Council, Maryland Cooperative Extension Service, Maryland 
Racing Commission and the Maryland Jockey Club.)  

* Be careful about leaving your horses unattended outside after the disaster. 
Familiar scents and landmarks may be altered and the horses could easily 
become confused and lost. It is best to place them in a secure area. Be sure 
fences are intact as some may be damaged by the disaster. Check fences and 
pastures for sharp objects that could injure horses. Be aware of downed power 
lines, raccoons, skunks and other wild animals may have entered the area and 
could present a danger to your horses.  

* If any horses are lost during the disaster contact veterinarians, humane 
societies, stables, race tracks, equestrian centers, surrounding farms and other 
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facilities that might house animals. Listen to the Emergency Broadcasting 
System for information about groups that may be accepting lost animals.  

* If you find someone else's horse after the disaster, isolate it from your animals 
until it is returned or can be examined by a veterinarian.  

* Use extreme caution when approaching and handling unknown or frightened 
horses. Work in pairs when handling strange horses.  

* Check with your veterinarian, the state veterinary medical association and the 
Department of Agriculture for information about any disease outbreaks that may 
have occurred as a result of the disaster.  

* Be prepared to identify and document ownership when claiming lost horses. 
Photos of horses with you or a family member in them can be ideal.  

* Consider establishing security measures on your farm to protect assets from 
looters, exploiters.  

Evacuation Tips for Farm Animals 
(courtesy of Virginia Beach SPCA) 
* Evacuate animals as soon as possible. Be ready to leave once the evacuation 
is ordered.  

* Arrange your evacuation route in advance.  

* Arrange for a place to house your animals.  

* Plan an alternate evacuation route. Alternate routes should be mapped out in 
case the planned route becomes inaccessible.  

* Set up safe transportation. Make sure that you have available trucks, trailers, or 
other vehicles suitable for transporting farm animals. And arrange to have 
experienced animal handlers and drivers to transport them.  

* Take your supplies with you. At evacuation sites, you should have, or be able to 
readily obtain, food, water, veterinary care, handling equipment, and generators if 
necessary.  

* Work with the state department of agriculture. If your animals cannot be 
evacuated, your state department of agriculture can provide on-farm oversight.  

HORSE EMERGENCY EVACUATION SITES IN SOUTH CAROLINA 
View SC Dept. of Ag Equine Emergency Evacuation Web site  
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The Hippodrome  North Augusta, S. C.  500 stalls  No Charge for stall, bring your 
own feed, shavings available to purchase on site, you are responsible for 
cleaning your stall when you leave, NEGATIVE COGGINS REQUIRED  contact 
Tim Peterson at (706) 278-4785 for availability.  

The State Fairgrounds  Columbia, S. C.  200 stalls  YOU MUST CALL 
BETWEEN 8AM and 5PM, No Charge for stall, bring your own feed and 
shavings, you must clean your stall when you leave, NEGATIVE COGGINS 
REQUIRED  contact the S. C. State Fair Office at (803) 799-3387 for availability. 
*Available only if evacuation is ordered by the Governor. Westfall Arena  
Camden, S. C.  256 stalls  No Charge for stall, bring your own feed, shavings 
available for purchase on site, you are responsible for cleaning your stall when 
you leave, NEGATIVE COGGINS REQUIRED  contact Larry Westfall at (803) 
432-9100 for availability.  

Garrison Arena  Clemson, S. C.  328 stalls  Rates per night according to Arena 
Fee Schedule, bring your own feed, shavings available for purchase on site, you 
are responsible for cleaning your stall when you leave, NEGATIVE COGGINS 
REQUIRED  contact Charles Williams at (864) 646-2717 for availability.  

FENCE (Foothills Equestrian Nature Center) Landrum, S.C./Tryon, N. C.  200 
stalls - $15.00 per day, bring your own feed and shavings, you are responsible 
for cleaning your stall when you leave, NEGATIVE COGGINS REQUIRED  
contact Melissa LeRoy or Patty White at (828) 859-9021 for availability. 
www.fence.org  

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR A HURRICANE? 
These pages (provided in Adobe PDF format) will provide you with information 
that will be helpful in making preparations for an approaching storm as well as 
some tips to help you after the storm. You may want to download and print these 
files now, as you may not have power if a storm is approaching. Download now.  

Coastal Evacuation Routes. 
Hurricane Background and 
Prepardness Information.  

IMMEDIATE CONTACTS  

Mary Ellen Tobias 
Equine Marketing Specialist 
S. C. Department of Agriculture 
(803)734-2200 
mtobias@scda.sc.gov  

 

Dr. Venaye Reece 
Equine Programs Coordinator 
CULPH 
(803)788-2260 ext. 231 
vreece@clemson.edu  

Dr. Tony Caver 
State Veterinarian 
CULPH 
(803)788-2260 ext. 237 
jcaver@clemson.edu  
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Billie Jones 
(803)799-2260 ext. 237 
bjns@clemson.edu  

Dr. Bill Brooks 
Director of Laboratory Services 
S. C. Department of Agriculture 
(803)737-9702 
bbrooks@scda.sc.gov  

Becky Walton 
Director  Public Information 
S. C. Department of Agriculture 
(803)734-2200 
bwalton@scda.sc.gov  

Dr. Lee M. Myers 
State Veterinarian 
Georgia Department of Agriculture 
(404)656-3671 
lmyers@agr.state.ga.us   

Dr. Linda A. Muegel 
EPC Chairman 
S. C. Association of Veterinarians 
(803)366-8188 
lmuegelcac@comporium.net 
 

Karen Zajicek-Metze  
President 
(803)463-7227  
scare-owner@yahoogroups.com 
www.schorserescue.org  

LART  UPSTATE 
Drs. Rebecca and Tomas Gimenez 
Animal and Veterinary Science 
Department 
Clemson University 
(864)656-5185 office 
(864)940-1717 pager 
tgmnz@clemson.edu  

LART  MIDLANDS 
Dr. Michael R. Prive tt 
Equicare Veterinary Associates 
(803)783-6999 
mrprivettdvm@aol.com  

LART  LOWCOUNTRY 
Shawn Jones, Sr.Project Officer 
Charleston County Emergency 
Preparedness Dept. 
(843)202-7403 office 
(843)554-4700 24hr. number 
sjones@charlestoncounty.org  

 

HORSE EMERGENCY EVACUATION SITES NORTH CAROLINA  

Pioneer's Harness Track (Southern Pines)  Current Negative Coggins Required, 
owner to supply feed, bedding and water, feed store located in town, must sign a 
release form  call (910)692-8640 for availability.  

NCSU Veterinary Equine Research Center (VERC) (Southern Pines)  Current 
Negative Coggins Required, Available use of stalls or paddocks, owner to supply 
bedding, feed and water, feed store located in town, must sign a release form  
contact Dr. Jim Hamilton at (910)692-8640 for availability.  

Senator Bob Martin Eastern Ag. Center (Williamston)  Current Negative Coggins 
Required, owner must supply feed, bedding and water, limited bedding available 
on site, feed store located in town, MUST CALL FOR RESERVATIONS, if facility 
is not in use 296 stalls available  contact Brian Dygert at (252)792-5802 for 
availability.  
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Governor James B. Hunt Horse Complex (Raleigh)  Current Negative Coggins 
Required, owners to supply feed, bedding and water, 485 stalls available, MUST 
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS  contact Wesley Watt, N. C. State Fair Manager or 
Sherri Bridges, Horse Complex Secretary at (919)821-7400 or (919)733-2145 for 
availability.  

Western N. C. Agricultural Facility (Asheville)  Current Negative Coggins 
Required, owner to supply feed, bedding and water, MUST CALL FOR 
RESERVATIONS  contact Bill Edmondson at (828)687-1414 for availability.  

* Private stabling and pasture facilities in N.C. are on file.  

HORSE EMERGENCY EVACUATION SITES GEORGIA  

Over 400 locations available from the Georgia Emergency Management Agency  
Equine Emergency Housing Facility list.  

HORSE EMERGENCY EVACUTAION SITES IN FLORIDA  

Emergency stabling is available on a limited basis. For a listing of stables, please 
call: 
Sunshine State Horse Council: 813-651-5953  

Searchable stable directory at: 
http://www.sshc.org/evac/  

Marion County Animal Care and Control (352) 671-8900  

Broward County Animal Care and Control (954) 359-1313  

Palm Beach County Are and Control (561) 233-1201  

The list of stables may change at any time due to the projected path and size of 
the approaching storm. Call those stables and find out about availability and any 
appropriate fees. Do not wait until the last minute to seek emergency stabling!  


